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Dear Family Day-Care Worker, 

On behalf of the German Youth Institute (DJI), the SOKO Institute for Social Research and Communication is 

conducting a scientific study of family day-care workers. This questionnaire is part of the indicator-based 

monitoring of structural quality in the German early childhood education and care system (ERiK for short). 

In this questionnaire, we are interested in your assessment. Your support is of utmost importance for the success of 

the study. Your data will only be evaluated in an anonymous form (i.e. without your name and address) and only 

summarised together with the other respondents’ data. All data protection regulations are complied with in full. 

 
How to complete the questionnaire 

• Mark the appropriate answers by putting a cross in the boxes provided. 

• Enter the numbers or information requested in the empty fields provided. 

• Take note of the instructions provided for responding to questions, e.g.: Please only mark one response. 

• Take note of the instructions about which question to go to next, e.g.:  Go to Question 9. 
 

If you have any questions or need help completing the questionnaire, please contact the SOKO Institute in 

Bielefeld on +49 (0)521 5242-210. Alternatively, you can also contact us via e-mail (erik@soko-institut.de). 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and for taking the time 

to answer our questions! 
 
 

Dr. Henry Puhe 

Scientific Director | SOKO Institute 
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General information on your family day-care facility | Part A 
 
 

1 Do you care for at least one child who does not attend school yet? 

 

 Pre-school children do not count as school-age children. 

Yes  Go to Question 2. 

No, exclusively school-age children  Unfortunately, you do not belong to the target group for our survey. 

We ask that you still return the completed questionnaire to us though. 

 

2 Are you currently receiving public funding as a family day-care worker or for one of your childcare roles? 

 

 As a family day-care worker, you receive “public funding” (pursuant to §23 of Book VIII of the German Social Code, 

SGB VIII) if you receive ongoing remuneration from the youth welfare office. A childcare role is already considered 

to involve “public funding” if the youth welfare office was responsible for placing children with you or supports you 

in your work, advises you or provides you with (further) qualification. As a rule, at least one of these conditions 

applies to you. 

Yes 

No 

 

3 What is your employment status? 

 
 

Please indicate your employment status at this ECEC centre. Please only mark one response. 

Self-employed 

Temporary employment 

Permanent employment 

 

4 Do you currently have a valid childcare permit (pursuant to §43 of Book VIII of the German Social Code, SGB VIII)? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 

5 Does one of your professional qualifications appear in the list below? 

 
 

 

Take note of the exact wording of the qualifications and only select the qualification that exactly matches your 

own. If you have two or more of the qualifications listed, it is sufficient if you indicate just one of them. 

  Qualification in social pedagogy (Dipl.-SozialpädagogIn) or social work (Dipl.-SozialarbeiterIn) 

(university of applied sciences or equivalent qualification like a bachelor’s degree) SozialdiakonIn 

(GDR), SozialpädagogIn (GDR), JugendfürsorgerIn (GDR), Sozial- und GesundheitsfürsorgerIn (GDR), 

RehabilitationspädagogIn (GDR) 

  Qualification in education (Dipl.-PädagogIn), social pedagogy (Dipl.-SozialpädagogIn) or educational 

science (Dipl.-ErziehungswissenschaftlerIn) (university or equivalent qualification like a master’s degree) 
Dipl. ElementarerzieherIn, Dipl.-SonderpädagogIn, Dipl.-RehabilitationspädagogIn, UmweltpädagogIn, Dipl.-PsychologIn 

  Qualification as a special needs care worker (Dipl.-HeilpädagogIn) (university of applied sciences or equivalent 
qualification) 

 

 Question 5 continues on page 4! 
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Part A | General information about your family day-care facility 
 
 

 

 Question 5 cont. 

  State-recognised childhood pedagogue (KindheitspädagogIn) (master’s degree) 
Elementar- und Integrationspädagogik, Childhood research and education – Kindheitsforschung, Erziehungswissenschaft mit 

den Schwerpunkten Pädagogik der Kindheit / Diversity Education, Frühe Kindheit, Frühkindliche Bildung und Erziehung, 

Kindheit, Jugend, Soziale Dienste 

  State-recognised childhood pedagogue (KindheitspädagogIn) (bachelor’s degree) 
Bildung und Erziehung in der Kindheit bzw. Bildung und Erziehung im Kindesalter, Erziehung und Bildung im Lebenslauf, Integrative 

Frühpädagogik, Frühpädagogik, Bildung und Erziehung, Frühkindliche Bildung und Erziehung, Elementarpädagogik, Early Education - 

Bildung und Erziehung im Kindesalter, Frühe Bildung 

  Qualification as an educator (ErzieherIn) 
Staatlich anerkannte KindergärtnerIn, Staatlich anerkannte KinderhortnerIn, ArbeitserzieherIn (Baden-Württemberg), ErzieherIn 

- Fachrichtung, Jugend- und Heimerziehung (Baden-Württemberg), Fachkraft Soziale Arbeit (Sachsen), HeimerzieherIn (GDR), 

UnterstufenlehrerIn (GDR), KindergärtnerIn (GDR), KrippenerzieherIn (GDR), KrippenpädagogIn (GDR), 

HorterzieherIn (GDR), ErzieherIn für Jugendheime (GDR), ErzieherIn in Heimen und Horten (GDR), ErzieherIn im kirchlichen Dienst (GDR), 

GruppenerzieherIn (GDR), KinderdiakonIn (GDR) 

Special needs care worker (HeilpädagogIn) (technical college (Fachschule)) 

Qualification as a childcare assistant (KinderpflegerIn) 

ErziehungshelferIn (Rhineland-Palatinate), DorfhelferIn (Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, Lower Saxony, North Rhine-Westphalia), 

FacharbeiterIn für Kinderpflege (GDR) 

   Educator for children with special needs (HeilerzieherIn), special needs carer (HeilerziehungspflegerIn) (also 
paediatric nurse, hospital nurse, carer, geriatric nurse) 
Entbindungspfleger / Hebamme, PhysiotherapeutIn, ErgotherapeutIn, LogopädIn, SprachtherapeutIn 

  Family nurse (FamilienpflegerIn) 
Fachkraft für Hauswirtschaft und Sozialpflege (Schleswig-Holstein), Haus- und FamilienpflegerIn (Baden-Württemberg, Bremen, Lower 

Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt) 

Social assistant (SozialassistentIn, SozialbetreuerIn, SozialpflegeassistentIn, sozialpädagogische/r AssistentIn) 

Social and medical professions (ErziehungshelferIn, HeilerziehungshelferIn,  

HeilerziehungspflegehelferIn, HauswirtschaftshelferIn, KrankenpflegehelferIn) 

  Other social/social pedagogy short course (special training or a similar qualification  

lower than a qualification from a technical college (Fachschule) 

  My qualification does not appear in the list. 

 

6 Do you work with several family day-care workers within a cooperative (larger family day-

care facility, room cooperative, cooperation, etc.)? 

Yes 

No  Go to Question 9. 

 

7 How many family day-care workers were working within the cooperative as at 31 December 2021 (e.g. in the 

larger family day-care facility)? 

Number of family day-care workers:   

 

8 How many children were being cared for within the cooperative as at 31 December 2021 

(e.g. in the larger family day-care facility)? 

Number of children:   
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Questions about the children in your care | Part B 
 
 

9 Are you or your provider participating in a state programme to support family day-care? 

 

 State programmes are management and financial assistance provided by the federal state to improve and 

support the quality, participation and expansion of ECEC centres and family day-care facilities. They do not 

include any statutory regulations, EU programmes (e.g. EU School Programme) 

or the programmes of private initiatives (e.g. project funding from the Stiftung Bildung educational foundation). 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 
 

10 How many children were in your care as at 31 December 2021? 

 

 Only include the children you care for directly on a contractual basis in your count. Also indicate whether the 

child has special support needs (pursuant to SGB VIII or SGB XII / integration assistance for children with 

[impending] disabilities. Children who are disabled or at risk of a disability pursuant to §39, §40 BSHG or §35a 

KJHG and for whom special entitlement to integration assistance exists are meant here). 

 
Total number of children:    Of which children with support needs:   

 

11-
14 

Please tell us the age and current contractually agreed care time for each child in the family day-care facility. Also 

state whether the child has special support needs (pursuant to SGB VIII or SGB XII / integration support for 

children with [impending] disabilities pursuant to §39, §40 BSHG or §35a KJHG). 

 

 Enter all information applicable to the children your care in the vertical columns – 

either a number on the line or a cross. Use as many columns as you have children in your care. You are free to 

decide the order in which you list the children. 

Children in your care: 
Child 

1 

Child 

2 

Child 

3 

Child 

4 

Child 

5 

Child 

6 

Child 

7 

Child 

8 

Child 

9 

Child 

10 

Child 

11 

Child 

12 

Child 

13 

Child 

14 

Child 

15 

Child 

16 

Child 

17 

Child 

18 

Child 

19 

Child 

20 

11  
How old is the child (in months)? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

12 Current contractually agreed 

childcare times 

Days per week: 

Hours per week: 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

13 Does this child have special 

support needs (pursuant to SGB 

VIII or SGB XII / integration support 

for children with [impending] 

disabilities pursuant to §39, §40 

BSHG or §35a KJHG)? 

Yes:  

No: 

                    

14 Does this child speak a language 

other than German at home? 

Yes: 

No: 
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Part C | Opening hours 
 
 

15 Indicate the days and times when you offer ECEC services, regardless of whether the children you care for 

have booked these times. 

 

 Please answer “Yes” or “No” in each row and detail the times in each case (e.g. from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m.). 

 Yes No From what time? Until what time? 

Monday 
 

 

 

 : : 

Tuesday 
 

 

 

 : : 

Wednesday 
 

 

 

 
: : 

Thursday 
 

 

 

 : : 

Friday 
 

 

 

 : : 

Saturday 
 

 

 

 : : 

Sunday 
 

 

 

 : : 

 

 
Part D | Closure days and absence cover 

 

 

16 Does your family day-care facility have arrangements to cover for you if you are absent 

(e.g. due to illness or further training)? 

Yes 

No  Go to Question 19. 

 
 

17 Which absence cover options exist at your family day-care facility? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No 

Cooperation between two or more family day-care workers to 

cover for each other (tandem, cover team, 4 + 1 / 3 + 1 models) 

 

 

 

 

Mobile cover or stand-ins (people who come to your family day-

care facility to cover for you) 

 

 

 

 

Family day-care service or cover facility (cover is provided in external 
family day-care facilities set up exclusively to provide cover) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Absence cover in an ECEC centre (crèche or kindergarten 

where the children are cared for in case of absence) 

 

 

 

 

Cover is provided within the cooperative (e.g. within the 

larger family day-care facility). 
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Closure days and absence cover | Part D 
 
 

18 Who decides on the absence cover regulations? 
 

 Please only mark one response. 

Youth welfare office / municipality 

Provider 

Family day-care association 

I have to organise it myself. 

 
 
 
 

Place allocation | Part E 
 
 

19 Would your childcare permit allow you to take on additional children at the current time? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 
 
 
 

Qualification, further/advanced training | Part F 
 
 

20 Have you taken part in a basic qualification course for family day-care workers or are you currently taking 

part in a basic qualification course? 

Yes, already completed 

Yes, currently taking part 

No  Go to Question 22. 
 

21 How many teaching hours did or does this basic qualification course involve? 
 

 Please only mark one response. 

Less than 100 teaching hours 

100 to 159 teaching hours 

160 to 299 teaching hours 

300 or more teaching hours 
 

22 Are you interested in obtaining a further professional qualification? 
 

 Please only mark one response. 

Yes, for my work as a family day-care worker 

Yes, for another pedagogical activity (e.g. in an ECEC centre) 

Yes, for another activity 

No 
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Part F | Qualification, further/advanced training 
 
 

23 Indicate for each of the following areas the extent to which you personally currently have a need for 

further/advanced training. 

 

 Please answer using the following scale: 1 means “No need”, 6 means 

“Very high need”. Use the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a 

response in each row. 

 
Need for further/advanced training 

on the topic of ... 

No Very high 

need need 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Literacy/language 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics/science/technology 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical exercise/psychomotorics/health  
 → 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music/creativity/art 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social and emotional development of children 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media training 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development observation and documentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific educational concepts (e.g. 

Montessori, Fröbel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooperation with families/educational 

partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration with cooperation partners (e.g. 

ECEC centres, primary schools, clubs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclusion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child welfare 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self-management 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial management 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Did you participate in any further/advanced training in the last 12 months? 

Yes 

No  Go to Question 26. 
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Space in m² No Yes 

If you care for children at more than one location, please indicate the (approximate) number of square metres for 

each of these locations. 

Where are the children cared for and on approximately how many square metres? 26 

Other 

Qualification, further/advanced training | Part F 
 
 

25 Did you participate in any of the following further/advanced training in the last 12 months? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No 

Literacy/language 
 

 

 

 

Mathematics/science/technology 
 

 

 

 

Physical exercise/psychomotorics/health  
 

 

 

 

Music/creativity/art 
 

 

 

 

Social and emotional development of children 
 

 

 

 

Media training 
 

 

 

 

Development observation and documentation 
 

 

 

 

Specific educational concepts (e.g. 

Montessori, Fröbel) 

 

 

 

 

Cooperation with families/educational partnership 
 

 

 

 

Collaboration with cooperation partners (e.g. ECEC centres, 

primary schools, clubs) 

 

 

 

 

Inclusion 
 

 

 

 

Child welfare 
 

 

 

 

Self-management 
 

 

 

 

Financial management 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Premises and common areas | Part G 
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Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Does not apply at all”, 

6 means “Applies entirely”. Use the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in 

each row. 

To what extent do the following statements apply at your family day-care facility? 28 

Does 

not apply at 

all 

Applies 

entirely 

6 5 4 3 2 1 

Part G | Premises and common areas 
 
 

27 Indicate which of the following rooms are available in your family day-care facility. 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No 

“Group room” / pedagogical care room 
 

 

 

 

Kitchen 
 

 

 

 

Sanitary room 
 

 

 

 

Separate quiet and retreat room for children (in addition to the group room) 
 

 

 

 

Separate dressing area/hallway 
 

 

 

 

Separate room for physical activity 
 

 

 

 

Separate room for office and documentation tasks 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

29 Which of the following places are available in the immediate vicinity of your family day-care facility? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No 

Public green spaces/parks 
 

 

 

 

Public playground 
 

 

 

 

Sports fields/facilities 
 

 

 

 

Own garden 
 

 

 

 

Other usable outdoor spaces belonging to the property 
 

 

 

 

Natural space (e.g. forest, field, nature trail) 
 

 

 

 

Cultural facilities 
 

 

 

 

Library 
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Premises and common areas | Part G 
 

 

30 How often do you visit these places with the children in your care? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Not at all 

(yet) 

Once 

a year 

Several 

times a 

year 

At least 

once a 

month 

At least 

once a 

week 

 
Daily 

Public green spaces/parks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public playground 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports fields/facilities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Own garden 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other usable outdoor spaces 

belonging to the property 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural space (e.g. forest, field, 

nature trail) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural facilities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Expert advice and support | Part H 
 

 

31 Is there currently an office offering expert advice for family day-care workers within the youth welfare office 
responsible for you? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 
 

32 How often have you been in contact with an expert advisor in the last 12 months (including by telephone)? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

Not at all 

Once 

Several times 

At least once a month 

At least once a week 
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Part H | Expert advice and support 
 
 

33 When are consultation appointments made with an expert advisor? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No 

When there is a need 
 

 

 

 

When this is formally required 
 

 

 

 

 

 

34 To what extent can you agree with the following statements on expert advice (based on your experience)? 

 

 Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Disagree entirely”, 

6 means “Agree entirely”. Use the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in each 

row. 

Disagree Agree 

entirely entirely 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

It’s easy for me to obtain expert advice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can also clarify important issues with 

the expert advisor at short notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on administrative matters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised 

on business-related matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on legal matters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on pedagogical matters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on health matters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on matters relating to the 

parenting partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I feel well advised on further/advanced 

training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The expert advisor helps me to identify 

suitable models for absence cover. 
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No 

 
Yes 

Please provide a response in each row. 

Do you use one or more of the following educational tools and opportunities to encourage 

healthy eating? 

36 

Access to water or unsweetened tea for the children at all times 

Expert advice and support | Part H 
 
 

35 To what extent do you network or cooperate with the following groups of people or institutions? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

Cooperation means a regular exchange and collaboration at least once a year. 

 
No cooperation Sporadic cooperation 

Intensive 

cooperation 

Another family day-care worker in the local area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff at the youth welfare office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Family day-care associations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary schools 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ECEC centres in the local area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Early intervention centres (Frühförderstelle) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Centres for mothers/families 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Social offers for parents (e.g. health or 

educational advice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical practices, doctors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Frühe Hilfe facilities, 

centres for parenting and family advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Nutrition and physical activity | Part I 
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Part I | Nutrition and physical activity 
 
 

37 Are the following aspects taken into account in the food at your centre? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

  
Yes 

 
No 

Intolerances (e.g. dairy products, gluten) 
 

 

 

 

Allergies 
 

 

 

 

Vegetarian dietary requirements 
 

 

 

 

Vegan dietary requirements 
 

 

 

 

Religious requirements 

(e.g. Jewish or Muslim dietary laws) 

 

 

 

 

 

38 Which meals do you offer? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

  
Yes 

 
No 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

Lunch 
 

 

 

 

Snacks between meals 
 

 

 

 

 

39 If you do offer this meal, do costs arise for the parents? 

 

 Please indicate for each meal whether there are additional costs for parents. 

  
Yes 

 
No 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

 

Lunch 
 

 

 

 

Snacks between meals 
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Inclusion, integration and participation | Part J 
 
 

40 Does your family day-care facility use the following strategies and methods for cultural diversity? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 
Yes No 

Children learn about the cultural background 

(e.g. beliefs, norms, values, customs, art) of the different ethnic and 

cultural groups living in Germany. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Activities are supported that encourage children to express their diverse ethnic 

or cultural identities 

(e.g. artist groups, representation of different languages in the family 

day-care facility). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural events are held (e.g. multicultural diversity 

day). 

 

 

 

 

The children receive support in handling ethnic/cultural discrimination. 
 

 

 

 

Interpreters are used in the work with parents. 
 

 

 

 

 

41 To what extent do the following statements apply to your centre for children under 3? 
 

 If you do not care for any children under 36 months, go to Question 42. 

Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Does not apply at all”, 6 means “Applies entirely”. 
Use the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in each row. 

 
Does not Applies 

apply entirely 

at all  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

The children are able to decide for themselves 

whether they want to sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for 

themselves when they want to sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to help plan their meals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to have a say in the 

room design and furnishings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are places for the children to have quiet 
time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 

who they want to play with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 
what they want to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 
where they want to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Question 41 continues on page 16! 
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Part J | Inclusion, integration and participation 
 
 

 

 Question 41 cont. 

 
Does not Applies 

apply entirely 

at all  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

The children are able to help plan their days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to have a say in the 

setting of rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a children’s council, parliament or similar 

co-determination body for the children to represent 

their interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

42 To what extent do the following statements apply to your centre for children over 3? 
 

 If you do not care for any children over 36 months, go to Question 43.  

Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Does not apply at all”, 6 means “Applies entirely”. 
Use the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in each row. 

 
Does not Applies 

apply entirely 

at all  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

The children are able to decide for themselves 

whether they want to sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for 

themselves when they want to sleep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to help plan their meals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to have a say in the 

room design and furnishings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are places for the children to have quiet 
time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 

who they want to play with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 
what they want to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to decide for themselves 
where they want to play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to help plan their days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are able to have a say in the 

setting of rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a children’s council, parliament or similar 

co-determination body for the children to represent 

their interests. 
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Pedagogical concepts and pedagogical work | Part K 
 
 

43 Does your family day-care facility have a written pedagogical concept? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 
 
 

44 Does your centre have a concrete written plan for the procedure to follow in case of suspected 

endangerment to a child’s welfare? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 
 
 

45 In your opinion, how important is it to encourage the following skills and abilities in children at your family 

day-care facility? 

 

 Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Not at all important”, 6 means “Very important”. Use 
the values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in each row. 

 
Not at all Very 

important important 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Verbal language skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading and writing skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematical skills and understanding of 

basic mathematical concepts (e.g. numerical 

skills, pattern recognition, spatial 

awareness) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Physical and motor skills (e.g. gymnastics, 

dancing, playing a musical instrument) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills in the use of digital media (e.g. computers, 

tablets) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ability to argue logically 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ability to think creatively 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ability to easily work with others 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ability to discover and explore things in a new way, 

motivated by one’s own curiosity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ability to think critically 
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Part L | Cooperation 
 
 

46 In the last 12 months, did your family day-care facility offer the following as part of its cooperation with 

families (e.g. parents)? 
 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 
Yes No 

Development talks 
 

 

 

 

Individual advice, e.g. on questions of upbringing, education 

and care 

 

 

 

 

Referral to specialist doctors, support services or therapeutic 

offers 

 

 

 

 

Arrangement of contact with social services for parents and families 

(e.g. health, marriage or educational counselling; services that support and 

advise families with a migration background on integration) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Opportunities for co-determination, e.g. choice of meals or trips 
 

 

 

 

Participation in the organisation of daily pedagogical activities 
 

 

 

 

Parents’ evenings 
 

 

 

 

Letters to parents 
 

 

 

 

Events and presentations on educational topics (e.g. media 

training) 

 

 

 

 

Events with parents and families (e.g. events, trips, projects) 
 

 

 

 

Meet-ups for parents 
 

 

 

 

Co-determination bodies, e.g. parents’ association 
 

 

 

 

Parent surveys 
 

 

 

 

Courses for parents, e.g. language/cookery/sewing courses 
 

 

 

 

Observation visits for parents in the family day-care facility 

(outside the settling-in period) 

 

 

 

 

Documentation of daily pedagogical activities in weekly plans or on display 
boards 

 

 

 

 

Visits by the family day-care worker to the children’s families 
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Please answer using the following scale again: 0 means “Entirely dissatisfied”, 10 means “Entirely satisfied”. 

Use the values in between to rate your assessment. 

How satisfied are you with your work at the moment? 48 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

Questions on your professional situation | Part M 
 
 

47 How much professional experience do you have ... 
 

 Please deduct any longer breaks from work (e.g. parental leave). Enter 0 if you have no 

experience in the field of work. Please provide a response in each row. 

 Years 

... as a family day-care worker? 
 

 

... in total, in all ECEC centres to date? 
 

 

 
 
 

Job satisfaction | Part N 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Career plans| Part O 
 
 

49 What long-term plans do you have for your professional future? 

 

 Please provide a response in each row. 

 Yes No Don’t know 

I would like to remain self-employed as a family day-

care worker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like a permanent position as a family day-

care worker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to collaborate with another family day-care 

worker (e.g. work in a larger family day-care facility). 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For me, working as a family day-care worker is a 

temporary solution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to work in an ECEC centre in the long term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to work in another profession in the long term. 
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Part P | Remuneration 
 
 

50 From whom do you receive ongoing monthly remuneration for your work as a family day-

care worker? 

 
 

Please only mark one response. 

In case of mixed financing: indicate who you receive the larger portion of your remuneration from. 

Youth welfare office 

Company 

Parents 

Other source   

 

 

51 How many hours would you estimate that you actually worked in the last full working week? 

 

 Please base your answer on a full working week that did not include any holidays, closure days, sick days or 
holiday days. 

 
Work time in hours:   

 

 

52 How many hours per week do you spend on preparation and follow-up, administrative tasks, housekeeping tasks? 

 
Hours per week:   

 

 

53 Are these hours remunerated? 

Yes 

Yes, in part 

No  Go to Question 56. 

Don’t know 

 

 

54 How many of these hours are remunerated per week? 

 
Number of hours remunerated per week:   

 

 

55 What is the remuneration for one of these hours? 

 
Hourly remuneration:   
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Remuneration | Part P 
 

 If you answered Question 56 in full, go straight to Question 59. 
 

56 How much did you earn in the last month for your work at your ECEC centre? 

 

 Do not include any special remuneration you received in the last month, e.g. insurance subsidies or back 

payments. 

Where possible, indicate your: 

• gross earnings, i.e. wages or salary before taxes and social security contributions have been deducted 

• net earnings, i.e. wages or salary after taxes and contributions to pension, unemployment and health insurance have been deducted 

 

Gross earnings:   EUR 

 I do not want to answer this question. 

Net earnings:   EUR 

 I do not want to answer this question. 

 

57 It would already help us if you could provide a rough indication of which of the following categories applies for you 

(gross monthly earnings). 
 

 Please only mark one response. 

Less than 1,000 EUR 

1,000–1,500 EUR 

1,500–2,000 EUR 

2,000–2,500 EUR 

2,500–3,000 EUR 

3,000–3,500 EUR 

3,500–4,000 EUR 

4,000–4,500 EUR 

4,500–5,000 EUR 

5,000 EUR or more 

 

58 It would already help us if you could provide a rough indication of which of the following categories applies for you 

(net monthly earnings). 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

Less than 1,000 EUR 

1,000–1,500 EUR 

1,500–2,000 EUR 

2,000–2,500 EUR 

2,500–3,000 EUR 

3,000–3,500 EUR 

3,500–4,000 EUR 

4,000–4,500 EUR 

4,500–5,000 EUR 

5,000 EUR or more 
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Part P | Remuneration 
 
 

59 How much do you receive in additional payments from parents for all of the children you care for? 

EUR per month:   

No additional payments from the parents 

 
 

 

60 What is your average hourly rate per child? 

 
Average hourly rate per child (EUR):   

 
 

 

61 To what extent can you agree with the following statements on your financial situation? 

 

 Please answer using the following scale again: 1 means “Disagree entirely”, 6 means “Agree entirely”. Use the 
values in between to rate your assessment. Please provide a response in each row. 

Disagree Agree 

entirely entirely 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

The financial framework allows for a healthy and 

varied diet for the children (e.g. organic food, 

etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The financial framework allows me to arrange the 

rooms how I want. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The financial framework allows me to purchase 

educational materials when they are needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Part Q | Socio-demographics 

 

 

62 What is your gender? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

Male 

Female 

Diverse 
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Another country 

(In case of political changes over the years, 

please indicate the current German name where 

applicable.) 

 
 

 
Germany (FRG and GDR) 

 
 

In which country is ... 

Please provide a response in each row. 

In which country is your mother’s place of birth today? 68+69 

Socio-demographics | Part Q 
 
 

63 In which year were you born? 

 
Birth year:   

 
 

64 In which country were you born? 

Germany (FRG and GDR)  Go to Question 66. 

Another country   

(In case of political changes over the years, please indicate the current German name where applicable.) 

 
 

65 How long have you lived in Germany? 

 

 If you have moved to Germany several times, please refer to your last move! 

Since birth 

Since the following year:   

 
 

66 Do you have German citizenship? 

Yes 

No  Go to Question 68. 

 
 

67 How did you acquire German citizenship? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

By birth 

At least one of my parents has German citizenship. 

Through marriage, adoption, naturalisation or as a repatriate in the following year:   
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Part Q | Socio-demographics 
 
 

70 Where is your family day-care facility located? 

 

 Please enter the postcode and town/city. 

 
Postcode:   Town/city:   

 

71 Do any children live in your household? 

Yes 

No  Go to Question 75. 

 

72 How many children live in your household in total? 

 

 Please also include your partner’s children if they live with you in the household. 

 
Number of children:   

 

73 How old are your children? 

 
 

Start with the age of the youngest child and include your partner’s children if they live with you in the household. 

For children who are not yet one year old, please enter “0”. 

 
Years I do not want to provide the children’s ages. 

Age – Child 1 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 2 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 3 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 4 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 5 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 6 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 7 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 8 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 9 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 10 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 11 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 12 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 13 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 14 
 

 

 

 

Age – Child 15 
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Socio-demographics | Part Q 
 
 

74 Is the child regularly cared for together with the day-care children? 

 
Yes No 

Child 1 
 

 

 

 

Child 2 
 

 

 

 

Child 3 
 

 

 

 

Child 4 
 

 

 

 

Child 5 
 

 

 

 

Child 6 
 

 

 

 

Child 7 
 

 

 

 

Child 8 
 

 

 

 

Child 9 
 

 

 

 

Child 10 
 

 

 

 

Child 11 
 

 

 

 

Child 12 
 

 

 

 

Child 13 
 

 

 

 

Child 14 
 

 

 

 

Child 15 
 

 

 

 
 

75 What is your highest general school-leaving qualification? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

School pupil, still in full-time mainstream education 

Left school without a school-leaving qualification 

Secondary school leaving certificate (Hauptschulabschluss, Volksschulabschluss) or equivalent 

Completed year 8 or 9 at a GDR polytechnic secondary school (Polytechnische Oberschule) 

Technical school leaving certificate (Realschulabschluss, Mittlere Reife) or equivalent 

Completed year 10 at a GDR polytechnic secondary school (Polytechnische Oberschule) 

Secondary school leaving certificate (Abitur)/general or subject-related higher education entrance 

qualification (Gymnasium or GDR extended secondary school (Erweiterte Oberschule), also including 

an apprenticeship) 

Another school-leaving certificate 

A foreign school-leaving qualification lasting  school years 

Please indicate the time needed to obtain the foreign school-leaving qualification. 
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Part Q | Socio-demographics 
 
 

76 What is your highest professional qualification? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

Qualification in social pedagogy (SozialpädagogIn), social work (SozialarbeiterIn) (Diplom, Magister, master’s 

degree) 

Qualification in social pedagogy (SozialpädagogIn), social work (SozialarbeiterIn) (bachelor’s degree) 

Qualification in education (PädagogIn), educational science (ErziehungswissenschaftlerIn) (Diplom, Magister, 

master’s degree) 

Qualification in education (PädagogIn), educational science (ErziehungswissenschaftlerIn) (bachelor’s degree) 

Qualification as a special needs care worker (HeilpädagogIn) (Diplom, Magister, master’s degree) 

Qualification as a special needs care worker (HeilpädagogIn) (bachelor’s degree) 

State-recognised childhood pedagogue (KindheitspädagogIn) (master’s degree) 

State-recognised childhood pedagogue (KindheitspädagogIn) (bachelor’s degree) 

Educator (ErzieherIn) 

Qualification as a special needs care worker (technical college(Fachschule)), educator for children with special 

needs (HeilerzieherIn), special needs carer (HeilerziehungspflegerIn) 

Childcare assistant (KinderpflegerIn) 

Family care worker (FamilienpflegerIn), social work assistant (AssistentIn im Sozialwesen), social and medical help 
professions 

Other social/social pedagogy short course   

Administrative/office professions 

Other vocational training qualification   

Trainee in induction year 

Still in vocational training 

No vocational training completed 
 

 

77 What is your marital status? Which applies to you? 

 

 Please only mark one response. 

“Registered life partnership” refers to a same-sex partnership within the sense of the German Act on Registered Life 

Partnerships (Lebenspartnerschaftsgesetz, LPartG). 

Married or in a registered same-sex civil partnership  

Separated/divorced; dissolved civil partnership 

Single 

Widowed; life partner deceased 
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Socio-demographics | Part Q 
 
 

78 Were any other people present when you completed the questionnaire? 

 

 Please select all applicable answers. 

Yes, staff/colleagues 

Yes, a superior 

Yes, another person 

No 

 

 

79 What is today’s date? 

 
Day / Month:   

 

 

80 Did you complete the questionnaire in one go? 

Yes 

No, with one/several interruptions 

 

 

81 An ERiK-Survey was already conducted of family day-care workers back in 2020. Did you participate in 

the ERiK-Survey 2020 personally? 

Yes 

No 

Don’t know 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very 

much for 

completing the 

questionnaire! 
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Legal information 

SOKO Institut, Voltmannstraße 271, 33613 Bielefeld 

Contact persons: Tanah Homann, Frederik Knirsch 

Contact details: 
Telephone: +49 (0)521 5242 210 | E-mail: erik@soko-institut.de 



Sa
mple co

py -

please
 do not fi

ll o
ut a

nd se
nd!


	General information on your family day-care facility | Part A
	Part A | General information about your family day-care facility
	Questions about the children in your care | Part B
	Qualification, further/advanced training | Part F
	Part F | Qualification, further/advanced training
	Qualification, further/advanced training | Part F
	Premises and common areas | Part G
	Inclusion, integration and participation | Part J
	Part J | Inclusion, integration and participation
	Pedagogical concepts and pedagogical work | Part K
	Questions on your professional situation | Part M
	Legal information



