
D12 - Questionnaire and Guidelines 

EUYOUPART: Political Participation of Young People in Europe  
– Development of Indicators for Comparative Research in the EU 

1

 
 
 
 
Political Participation of Young People in 
Europe – Development of Indicators for 
Comparative Research in the European Union 
(EUYOUPART) 
 

 
Deliverable 12: Questionnaire and Guidelines 
for the National Surveys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contract no.: HPSE-CT-2002-00123 
Project Coordinator: Institute for Social 
Research and Analysis/ Vienna, Austria 
 
 
November 2004 
 
 



D12 - Questionnaire and Guidelines 

EUYOUPART: Political Participation of Young People in Europe  
– Development of Indicators for Comparative Research in the EU 

2

This report is based on work package 8 (“Survey in Several Countries”) of EUYOUPART. 
 
 
Lead partner for WP8:  
FNSP; SORA 
 
 
Scientific and administrative coordination:  
Günther Ogris; Ruth Picker; Sabine Westphal 
Institute for Social Research and Analysis (SORA) 
Vienna, Austria 
 
 
Consortium members: 
 
Austria:   Institute for Social Research and Analysis (SORA) 
  Austrian Institute for Youth Research (ÖIJ) 
Estonia:  Institute of International and Social Studies (IISS) 
Finland:  Finnish Youth Research Network (FYRN) 
France:  Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques (FNSP) 
Germany:  German Youth Institute (DJI) 
Italy:  Fondazione IARD (IARD) 
Slovakia:  University of St. Cyril and Method in Trnava (UCM) 
United Kingdom: University of Birmingham 
 
 
 
 
 
Find more information about EUYOUPART:  
www.sora.at/EUYOUPART 
 
 



D12 - Questionnaire and Guidelines 

EUYOUPART: Political Participation of Young People in Europe  
– Development of Indicators for Comparative Research in the EU 

3

Table of Contents   

 
Introduction ..........................................................................................................................4 
 
Guidelines for Field Work .................................................................................................6 

1.1. Schedule ...............................................................................................................6 
1.2. Sampling ...............................................................................................................6 
1.3. Interviewer briefing ................................................................................................7 
1.4. Use of Contact Protocol.........................................................................................7 
1.5. Use of Show Cards................................................................................................7 
1.6. Interviewer Data Base ...........................................................................................7 
1.7. Data File ................................................................................................................8 
1.8. Weighting ..............................................................................................................8 
1.9. Field report ............................................................................................................9 

Guidelines for Interviewers and Data Entry...................................................................10 
1.10. Rules for Data Entry.........................................................................................10 
1.11. Interviewer Instructions ....................................................................................10 
1.12. Codes for Non-Response: “Don’t know” (DK), “answer refused” (AR), “not 
applicable” (NA) .............................................................................................................10 
1.13. Codes for Missing Values ................................................................................11 

Guidelines for Field Reports ...........................................................................................13 
Table of Contents...........................................................................................................13 
Annex 1: Contact protocol for EUYOUPART..................................................................16 
Annex 2:  Form for Interviewer Questions ......................................................................17 

 
2 Master Questionnaire for the National Surveys ..............................................................18 
 
 
 

 



D12 - Questionnaire and Guidelines 

EUYOUPART: Political Participation of Young People in Europe  
– Development of Indicators for Comparative Research in the EU 

4

Introduction 
 
This deliverable contains the two main documents for the quantitative field work of 
EUYOUPART: The guidelines for the field work and the master questionnaire (in English 
language). 
 
Both documents were developed after the pre-test and are thus based on knowledge that the 
consortium acquired during this very important work package.  
 
The guidelines tried to give basic instructions and quality criteria for the main aspects of the 
field work. They cover the field set-up, outline main information about data entry (e.g., how to 
deal with missing values) and indicate a table of content for the field report.  
The EUYOUPART data are not collected by one international field institute with national 
branches, rather, the consortium partners decided to rely on national experience. Each 
partner had the freedom to cooperate with the field work partner of her/ his choice. However, 
the field institutes that conduct the field work for the main survey are the ones that collected 
the pre-test data. Therefore, working standards were practised during the pre-test and the 
enlarged team (consortium partners plus field work partners) had a chance to develop joint 
working procedures. 
 
The master questionnaire for the EUYOUPART main survey is based on the questionnaire 
for the pre-test. The analysis of the pre-test data enabled the questionnaire working group to 
present a considerably reduced and improved version for the main survey. The pre-test 
analysis yielded a plethora of interesting results, e.g. concerning the structure of the 
questionnaire (understandability to interviewers and data entry staff), the length and phrasing 
of questions, the different scales, the relevance of questions, the comparability across 
countries and so on.  
 
The questionnaire was eventually reduced to an average duration of 30 minutes across 
translations (to account for the different languages that cause different durations). It was 
divided into a core part and into an optional part. The optional part was optional only for 
those countries where the average interview duration of the core part did exceed 30 minutes. 
Only in this case partners were allowed to cut questions (starting from the last question in the 
obligatory part). 
 
The development of the master questionnaire is due to the joint efforts of the consortium, but 
in particular to the team of the pre-test analysis (Vlasta Zucha/ SORA, Marti Taru/ IISS, 
Fabio Cotti/ IARD) and to the considerable work that Sabine Westphal, Günther Ogris 
(SORA), Anne Muxel and Cecile Riou (FNSP) invested. 
 
 
 
      
 
     Ruth Picker 
     Project coordinator 
Vienna, November 2004
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EUYOUPART:  Guidelines for Field Work and Field Reports 
 
 
EUYOUPART (“Political participation of young people in Europe - Development of 
indicators for comparative research in the EU”) is an international research project 
funded by the European Union. It serves to develop a measurement instrument to 
measure political participation of youth in Europe.  
 
If you are interested in more information about this European research project, please 
visit our website: www.sora.at/EUYOUPART  
 
The following guidelines describe obligatory working standards for the field 
institutes and the interviewers. The quality and progress of our project depends 
essentially on the quality of your work. 
 
This is a methodological study. We are therefore highly interested to learn 
about all problems or complications that have occurred during data collection & 
data entry. In case that you encounter any difficulties: Please do not hesitate to 
document and describe them to us. This way, we have a chance to take 
deviations from our standards into account in the data analysis and 
interpretation. 
 
 
If there are any difficulties or questions regarding the requirements listed below, 
please contact the international coordinator: Ruth.Picker@sora.at. 
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1 Guidelines for Field Work 
 
1.1. Schedule 
 
Fieldwork period: November 1st – December 15th 2004. Exception: Germany and Great 
Britain start earlier. 
 
Data submittal: All data need to be delivered by December 17th to the coordinator: 
rp@sora.at and to cecile.riou@sciences-po.fr. 
The data sets need to be controlled before submittal. Each data set must be set-up according 
to the obligatory syntax & template (see below). 
 
Contact persons: For each field institute, we need a contact person who is available 
between December 17th and January 15th during the procedure of data cleaning and data set 
merging. Please make sure that there is someone who can answer questions about 
your data during this time!! 
 
Field report: Must e-mailed to Mrs. Cécile Riou (cecile.riou@sciences-po.fr) by January 15th 
2005. 
 
 
1.2. Sampling 
 
Population: Inhabitants of country between 15 to 25 years; no institutionalised persons. In 
those countries where young people living in boarding schools or in dormitories (Students’ 
housing on-campus) constitute a significant proportion of the population, this has to be 
observed in the sampling strategy. 
Sample size: n = 1000 
Type of interview: face-to-face 
Sampling strategy: Representative random sample, design may vary across countries:  
 

  
a) Representative stratified and clustered, random sample based on a national 
register (addresses drawn out of national register - no quota sampling!). 
 

            b) Random walk (random route procedure) based on a random sample of sample 
points (start addresses), at least 100 sample points.  
 
A quota plan should not be added to the random route procedure as this will burden 
interviewers with additional requirements that are hard to fulfil and this could increase the 
number of faked interviews/ faked quota. 
We prefer to correct deviations in the distribution by weighting the data afterwards (instead of 
adding quota criteria). 
 
Number of sampling points: at least 100 sample points  10-12 interviews per sampling 
point. The random sample of sample points needs to be stratified per region and size of 
community for both approaches. 
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1.3. Interviewer briefing  
 
The field institute commits to brief all interviewers before the survey. Interviewers need to be 
informed about the questionnaire content and interviewing.  
In particular, the field institutes need to brief interviewers about selecting respondents and to 
use the contact protocol (see attachment). 
 
 
1.4. Use of Contact Protocol 
 
Each field institute needs to use contact protocols during sampling (see annex 1). 
Important: The contact protocol needs to be filled in by the interviewers for each contact 
number/ address number after the last contact effort has been made. 
The purpose of this is: 

• To have some indicator of the quality of the samples (base on the contact protocol, 
the response rate needs to be calculated for the field report)- 

• To see how many contact efforts needed to be made to receive complete interviews 
• To check the overall “success” (outcome) of contact efforts. 

 
Note: A contact = every attempt that was made to talk to someone in the selected household.  
Examples for contacts: personal visit, telephone, personal visit but only intercom, info 
through office,… 
 
The variable “contact/ address number” is on the contact protocol as well as in the 
questionnaire. We assume that – regardless of your national sampling design – the 
interviewers will use a list with a) addresses b) walking instructions that lead to selected 
addresses to document the work they did. Please use the numbers from this list and insert it 
as “contact/ address number”. 
 
The use of the contact protocol and the analysis of its data for the field report are 
obligatory. 
 
 
1.5. Use of Show Cards 
 
If you want, you can employ show cards in addition to reading the questions and the answer 
alternatives (so the target person can read along).  
If you do use show cards, you must make sure that the answering options “don’t know”, 
“refused” and “not applicable” do not appear on them (we do not want to encourage the 
respondents to use these answers). 
Also, if you use showcards please document this in the field report. 
 
1.6. Interviewer Data Base 
 
As in the pretest, there is certain information that we would like to get from your interviewers: 
 

• Gender of each interviewer (INT1, former qu53) 
• Age of each interviewer (INT2, former qu54) 
• Interest in politics of each interviewer (INT3, former qu55)  
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Each interviewer should fill in these questions only once, after she/he conducted all 
interviews. 
 
Important: The answers need to be recorded together with the INTERVIEWER NUMBER!  
Please make sure that the interviewer number is also given!! (this needs to be the same ID 
for each interviewer as on the questionnaires) 
 
Reason: Answers to the questions will be entered in a separate file (interviewer database).  
The two databases (respondent data and interviewer data) will be merged for the purposes of 
assessing the quality of data.  
 
 
1.7. Data File 

 
Eight different countries participate in the EUYOUPART project. To minimize difficulties with 
merging of the 8 data files, it is very important that you observe the following rules. 
 
Obligatory rules: 

 
- Syntax: EUYOUPART will provide a syntax written for SPSS. The field institute must 

guarantee the use of the EUYOUPART syntax and must deliver the data of the pre-
test in an SPSS data file designed with the EUYOUPART syntax. There are no 
exceptions to this requirement.  
 

- The syntax may not be changed. This is important for our project, because we need 
the same variable labels, value labels, codes and order of questions in all participating 
countries.  
 

- All data need to be entered into SPSS format with variable labels and value labels in 
English. 
 

- Field institutes will receive a “labeling template“(model data base) that is set-up 
according to the obligatory syntax. It serves as a model data base for you (this is what 
the data set you will submit needs to look like!). 

 
 
1.8. Weighting 

 
Each national data set needs to contain a country-specific weight. This weight needs to 
be computed by the field institute to improve the representativity of the sample. 
The following standard criteria should be observed when controlling the data for weighting 
needs: 
- age distribution in sample 
- gender 
- educational level 
- employment status (in education/ working) 
- regional distribution 
- other criteria if relevant in your country (e.g. minorities)  

 
The weight that you construct needs to be described in the field report. 
It needs to be integrated in the data set (variable name: “Weight”, will be defined in syntax). 
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Truncation of weights: Weights larger than 2,0 or smaller 0,5 are not advisable and should 
be avoided! 
 
 
1.9. Field report 
 
Each field institute must deliver a field report by January 15th 2005. Please use the 
guidelines for the field reports for writing the report. The field reports must document all 
relevant procedures and characteristics of the field work in your country, as this is a 
methodological study.  
Important: The field report must be written in English. 

 
 



D12 - Questionnaire and Guidelines 

EUYOUPART: Political Participation of Young People in Europe  
– Development of Indicators for Comparative Research in the EU 

10

 
2 Guidelines for Interviewers and Data Entry 

 

 
1.10. Rules for Data Entry 
 
Please make sure that the data entry staff uses the codes that are defined in the 
EUYOUPART questionnaire. This is a comparative survey in 8 countries, and we need to 
have the same codes used in each country so we can merge and compare the data. 
 
In case that you use a different coding system in your country (e.g., because you have no 
other choice - your data entry program assigns different specific values for don’t know), you 
are responsible to recode your data according to the EUYOUPART standards before 
submitting them. 
EUYOUPART will only accept data sets that use the EUYOUPART syntax and set-up. 

 

 
1.11. Interviewer Instructions 
 
Throughout the questionnaire, do not read out loud the response categories “don’t know”, 
“answer refused” or “not applicable”.  
Also, these answering options MUST NOT appear on the show cards if show cards are 
used in your country. 
 
Contact Protocol: Please fill in a contact protocol for each person/ address you selected. 
Fill the contact protocol in only after the last contact effort, so that you can also answer the 
question about the “outcome” of your interviewing efforts.  
 
 
1.12. Codes for Non-Response: “Don’t know” (DK), “answer refused” 

(AR), “not applicable” (NA) 
 
Based on the pre-test results, the way to deal with non-response was changed in this 
questionnaire. The main aim was to make the questions simpler. 
 
As a result, there are now 5 types of questions: 
 

1. Questions that have no option for non- response (without DK or AR):  
The pre-test showed that most target persons did answer the question, therefore a non-
response category is not offered in the questionnaire. 
In case that a target person nevertheless answers “don’t know”, the interviewer should 
make a note on the questionnaire (but no code can be checked). 
 

2. Questions with combined DK/AR (77):  
For most questions, the options “don’t know” and “answer refused” have been combined 
into a single category. We will treat a missing answer simply as missing answer without 
defining whether it was lack of knowledge or refusal (this difference will not be analysed or 
interpreted anyway). 
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3. Questions with separated DK (77) and AR (88): 
For some very sensitive questions, we decided to keep the option to say explicitly “answer 
refused”. The pre-test showed that this makes sense for questions about political interest, 
voting, left/right self placement and closeness to political parties. 
 

4. Questions with only AR (88):  
There is one question that everybody can answer, but that some people choose to refuse 
(question about living situation). Thus this question only offers code 88 for non-response. 
 

5. Not applicable NA (66):  
For some questions, there is in addition the answering option “not applicable” (“does not 
apply”). For example, if a target person’s father is deceased, it is not possible to answer the 
question “How often does your father take part in demonstrations?”. The question does not 
apply. 

 

 
1.13. Codes for Missing Values 
 
If there is a missing value (an item where no code is checked in the questionnaire), the cell in 
the data set should be left blank (do not enter any code!).  
All missing values should be treated as “system missing”. 
 
Consequences: In some cases we will not be able to distinguish between  

a) questions that have not been asked by the interviewers (= missing value) and  
b) questions where the target person answered “Don’t know” when there was no code for 

DK or AR (= missing value). 
 
(this is ok.). 
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Description of DK, AR and NA categories and rules for using these codes. 
Type of question CODE in 

data 
base  

meaning  When is this code used? Question numbers where 
this applies 

Only NA offered 
(no other non-response 
options) 

66 “Not applicable” If the CONTENT of a question cannot be 
applied to a particular person.  
E.g., if the target person’s father is deceased - 
the question “How often does your father take 
part in demonstrations?” does not apply 
anymore.  

Q5, Q17, Q20, Q21, Q22, Q23 
and Q26 

Questions with 
combined DK/AR 

77 “don’t know” or 
“answer refused” 
 

In general, if a person does not answer a 
question (either because she/he does not 
know the answer or refuses to answer), this is 
coded with the combined category. 

Q2, Q4, Q13b, Q21, Q22, 
Q23, Q24, Q25, Q26, Q27, 
Q28, Q30, Q32, Q45, Q46, 
Q47, Q48, Q49, Q50, Q51 and 
Q52 

Questions with separate 
DK  
 

77 “don’t know”  If the respondent does not know the answer. Q1, Q5, Q7, Q8, Q9, Q10, 
Q11, Q12, Q20, Q27 and  
Q29. 

Questions with separate 
AR  
 

88 “Answer refused” If a person explicitly refuses answer the 
question/ or does not want to answer this 
question ( e.g. the question is discomforting, 
too private) 

Q1, Q5, Q7, Q8, Q9, Q10, 
Q11, Q12, Q20, Q27, and 
Q29. 

Only AR offered  
(no other non-response 
options) 

88  There is 1 question that everybody can 
answer, but that some people choose to 
refuse (question about living situation).  
 

Q44 

Questions that have NO 
option for non-
response (without DK or 
AR);  
 

. Value is  missing  If respondent said “don’t know” or refused to 
answer – but this option was not provided in 
the questionnaire. If this is the case, the cell is 
left blank in the data file. 
 

Q3, Q6, Q13a, Q14, Q15, 
Q16, Q17, Q18, Q19, Q33, 
Q34, Q35, Q36, Q37, Q38, 
Q39, Q40, Q41, Q42 and Q43. 
 

All questions . Value  is missing If the interviewer did not ask  the question 
(either by mistake or correctly after a filter) 

All questions 
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3 Guidelines for Field Reports 

 
The field report needs to document  

• basic information how & by whom the data have been collected 
• information on data quality 
• information on procedures (quality control, sampling design, weighting,  

 
Deadline:  January 15th, 2005 
Language:  The field report needs to be delivered in English. 
 
 

Table of Contents 

 
1. Basic information about study:  

- Name of study 
- name & contact information of field institute 
- name & contact of project manager 

 
 

2. Sample description: 
- Target population 
- Description and documentation of sampling strategy and sampling design 
- Procedure of sampling 
- (effective) sample size 
- Type of interviews 
- Duration of interviews (maximum – minimum – average) 
- Overview chart on structure of sample (see example below) 
- Response rate (based on contact protocols): percentage of interviews that were 

realized (of all selected addresses/ of all selected addresses with target person)  
 
Information on data collection & quality 
3. Field design:  

- Number of interviewers 
- Age and gender distribution of interviewers 
- Number of sampling points 
- Exact dates of fieldwork 
- Process of data collection, organisation of fieldwork 
- Information on interviewer briefing; method of briefing 
- Instructions that were given for the random route procedure (please include the 

written instructions in English), e.g. were interviewers advised to make several 
contact efforts? 

 
 
4. Quality control:  

- Which measures were taken to ensure high quality of the interviews/data? 
- Analysis of contact protocols: please attach the contact form used; give response 

rate and frequency of contact efforts for each address in the sample 
- Which procedures were applied to control the interviewers? 
- Measures/procedures that were applied by field institute to check quality of data 

(filtering, cleaning, inconsistencies, data entry software, …) 
 
5. Interview situation (If you do have information about this): 

- Readiness to be interviewed 
- Interference of other persons during interview etc 
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6. Difficulties during fieldwork/ deviations from planned procedures 

- Please describe all challenges and difficulties that you are aware of  
- Feedback of interviewers 
- Difficulties with realising sample 
- Difficulties with weighting 
- Difficulties with data entry/ coding 
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Overview chart on structure of sample  - UNWEIGHTED DATA: 
Distribution  

Use unweighted data! 
n % 

Total 1000 100 
Female   gender 

Male   
TOTAL   

15-xx   Age: below/ 
above voting 
age in national 
elections 

xx-25   

TOTAL   
Women 15 to xx   
Men 15 to xx   
Women xx to 25   

Age x gender 

Men xx to 25   
TOTAL   

Please insert the 
national CASMIN 
adaption here 

  

   
   

Educational 
level  

   
TOTAL   

in paid work   
in education   
in community or military 
service 

  

doing housework, 
looking after children 

  

Occupational 
status 

unemployed   
TOTAL   

Rural area 
(village/farm/home in the 
country 

  

Town or small city   

Living area 

Urban area (big city/ 
suburbs or outskirts of 
big city) 

  

TOTAL 1000 100 
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Annex 1: Contact protocol for EUYOUPART 
 

Contact Protocol EUYOUPART 
 
 
The use of this contact protocol for each selected person or address is obligatory. 
 
 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. All together, how many contacts were made with this contact/address number? 
 

 
Please insert number of contacts for each address 

 
Note: A contact = every attempt that was made to talk to someone in the selected 
household.  
Examples for contacts: personal visit, telephone, personal visit but only intercom, info 
through office,… 
 
 
4. What is the outcome of the last contact? 
 
Interview was completed…………………………………………………………..……..1 
Incomplete interview (started, but will not be completed)….………………………….2 
Address not usable (e.g. company address, non-existent address, no people living at 
address)…………………………………………………………………………………….3 
It could not be determined whether a target person lives in household (no one 
available)…………………………………………………………………………………….4 
There was no target person (15-25years) living in this 
household…………………………………………………………………………………..5 
The target person was not available for more than 4 
weeks…………………………………………………………………………….…………6 
Interview was refused by target person…………………………………………………7 
Interview was refused by other person in household………………………………….8 
 
 

Interviewer number:     

Contact/ Address number:     
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Annex 2:  Form for Interviewer Questions 
 

FOR THE INTERVIEWER DATABASE 
 
Note for interviewer: The following three questions please answer ONLY ONCE (after 
conducting all your interviews)! 
 
 
 
INTNR 
 
 
 
INT1 
Are you…. 
 
Male 1 
Female 2 
 
 
INT2 
How old are you? 
 
Insert your age: 
  years 

 
 
 
INT3 
How interested are you yourself in politics: Very interested, fairly interested, not very 
interested or not at all interested?  
 
Very interested ................................................... 1 
Fairly interested.................................................. 2 
Not very interested ............................................. 3 
Not at all interested ............................................ 4 
Don’t know........................................................ 77 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
 

 

Interviewer number:     
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2 Master Questionnaire for the National Surveys 
 
This is the master questionnaire that was developed for the EUYOUPART main survey. 
The master version contains notes for the translators and notes for the national 
coordinators. In the course of adapting the master questionnaire to produce the national 
versions, these notes were deleted. 
 
National coordinators were in charge to make the country specific changes suitable for 
their country and for providing a quality translation. The translated versions that were 
used for the survey in each country can be downloaded from the project website:  
www. sora.at/EUYOUPART. 
 
The field institutes in each participating country formatted the questionnaire according 
to their standard procedure, thus the appearance of the questionnaire in each country 
differs. The consortium partners were free to add country-specific questions as long as 
they used a true add-on procedure (no additional questions were allowed within the 
questionnaire but only after all EUYOUPART questions). 
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                            Young People and Democracy in Europe (EUYOUPART) 

[target population: young people 15-25 years] 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Note to all partners: 
All things that you need to change according to your country are marked in RED. 
For many items, there is a “NOTE FOR THE TRANSLATOR”: These notes serve as 
explanation what we want to measure with a specific item or word. Please make sure 
that you & the translator use these notes so that we get a good translation. In case of 
doubt, please send an email to SORA.  
 
Instructions for the interviewer: As a rule, please do not read the options “don’t know”, 
“answer refused” and “not applicable”. They are written in brackets () to make this clear. 
If there is an exception to this rule, it is stated explicitly and there are no (). 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION:  We are currently conducting a study in eight countries about 
young people and democracy in Europe and would also like to get your opinion. 
 
QUESTION 1 
How interested are you in politics: Are you very interested, fairly interested, not very 
interested or not at all interested?  
 
Very interested ................................................... 1 
Fairly interested.................................................. 2 
Not very interested ............................................. 3 
Not at all interested ............................................ 4 
(Don't know) ..................................................... 77 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 
 
 
QUESTION 2 
People’s interest sometimes varies across different areas of politics. Are you 
personally very interested, fairly interested, not very interested or not at all interested 
in …(local politics)…? 
 
And how about… Very 

interested 
Fairly 

interested 
Not very 

interested
Not at all 

interested 
(dk/ar) 

1) Local politics 1 2 3 4 77 
2) National 

politics 
1 2 3 4 77 

3) European 
politics 

1 2 3 4 77 

Interviewer number:     

Contact/Address number     
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4) International 
politics 

1 2 3 4 77 

 
QUESTION 3 
How often do you follow politics in the news on television, on the radio or in the 
newspapers? Every day, several times a week, once or twice a week, less often or 
never? 
Everyday ............................................................ 1 
Several times a week ......................................... 2 
Once or twice a week ......................................... 3 
Less often........................................................... 4 
Never.................................................................. 5 
 

QUESTION 4 
If you want information about a political event**, which of the following do you 
use mainly? Television, radio, newspaper or internet? (INT: Only one answer) 
Television ........................................................... 1 
Radio .................................................................. 2 
Newspaper ......................................................... 3 
Internet ............................................................... 4 
(None of these)................................................... 5 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77    

***Note for the translator: We mean „political event“ as something that just happened or 
that is about to happen and that you want to learn more about. In German, we translate 
“event” as “Ereignis” (and not as “Veranstaltung”). The intention of the question is to 
measure which media youth primarily turns to if they are looking for current political 
information.  
 
 
QUESTION 5 
How interested is your…(father)…in politics? Is your…(father)…very interested, fairly 
interested, not very interested or not at all interested in politics? 
 

 Very 
intereste

d 

Fairly 
interested 

Not very 
intereste

d 

Not at all 
interested 

(dk) (ar) (not 
applicable)

1) father 1 2 3 4 77 88 66 
2) mother 1 2 3 4 77 88 66 
3) best friend 1 2 3 4 77 88 66 

 
 
QUESTION 6 
Is it very important for you, fairly important, not very important or not at all 
important, that your friends have the same political opinion as you? 
 
Very important .................................................... 1 
Fairly important................................................... 2 
Not very important .............................................. 3 
Not at all important ............................................. 4 
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QUESTION 7 
FILTER: Were you eligible to vote in the last general*** elections in (INSERT month, 
year)? 
 
Yes, was eligible................................................. 1   
No, was not eligible ............................................ 0 go to qu.10  
(Don’t know) ..................................................... 77 go to qu.10 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 go to qu.10 
 
***Note for the Translator: general = the last parliamentary elections. Please use the term 
that is commonly used in your country for the parliamentary elections. 
 

QUESTION 8 
IF “YES” AT QU.7 
FILTER: Did you vote in the last general*** elections in (INSERT month, year)? 
 
Yes ..................................................................... 1  
No....................................................................... 0 go to qu.10 
(Don't know) ..................................................... 77 go to qu.10 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 go to qu.10 
***Note for the Translator: general = the last parliamentary elections. Please use the term 
that is commonly used in your country for the parliamentary elections. 
 

QUESTION 9  
IF “YES” AT QU.8 
Which party did you vote for in the last general*** elections?  
(insert party list A – See Annex) 
 
party 1 ................................................................ 1 
party 2 ................................................................ 2 
party 3 ................................................................ 3 
etc....................................................................... 4 
........................................................................... 5 
Other party ....................................................... 44 
Cast an invalid vote .......................................... 55 
(Don't know) ..................................................... 77 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 
 
***Note for the Translator: general = the last parliamentary elections. Please use the term 
that is commonly used in your country for the parliamentary elections. 

QUESTION 10 
FILTER: Were you eligible to vote in the last European Parliament elections in June 
2004? 
 
Yes ..................................................................... 1 
No....................................................................... 0 go to qu.13  
(Don’t know) ..................................................... 77 go to qu.13 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 go to qu.13 
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QUESTION 11 
IF “YES” AT QU.10 
FILTER: Did you vote in the last European Parliament elections in June 2004? 
 
Yes ..................................................................... 1  
No....................................................................... 0 go to qu.13 
(Don't know) ..................................................... 77 go to qu.13 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 go to qu.13 
 

QUESTION 12 
IF “YES” AT QU. 11:  
Which party did you vote for in the last European Parliament elections?  
(insert party list B – See Annex) 
 
party 1 ................................................................ 1 
party 2 ................................................................ 2 
etc....................................................................... 3 
........................................................................... 4 
........................................................................... 5 
Other Party ....................................................... 44 
Cast an invalid vote .......................................... 55 
(Don't know) ..................................................... 77 
(Answer refused) .............................................. 88 
 

QUESTION 13 
A) There are different ways of being politically active. Have you ever done any of 

the following activities?  
(INT: READ item – if answered “YES” ask immediately B, if “NO” ask next item) 
 

B) (INT: IF YES:) During the last 12 months, how often have you done this? Never, 
once, twice, 3-5 times or more than 5 times? 

 
 

A) Have you ever…? B) ONLY IF YES: How often during the 
last 12 months…? 

 No Yes Never Once Twic
e 3-5x 5plus (dk/ar

) 

1) voted in elections 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

2) cast an invalid vote 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

3) not voted out of protest 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

4) contacted a politician 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 
5) attended a public meeting 

dealing with political or social 
issues 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

6) signed a petition 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 
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7) collected signatures 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

8) held a political speech 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 
9) distributed leaflets with a 

political content 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

10) boycotted certain products 
for political, ethical** or 
environmental reasons  

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

11) bought certain products for 
political, ethical** or 
environmental  reasons  

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

12) written political messages or 
graffiti on walls 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

13) worn a badge with a political 
message 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

14) participated in a legal 
demonstration 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

15) participated in an illegal 
demonstration 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

16) participated in a strike 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 
17) donated money to support 

the work of a political group 
or organisation 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

18) contributed to a political 
discussion on the internet 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

19) written an article, e.g. in a 
students newspaper, 
organisation journal, or the 
internet 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

20) written or forwarded a 
letter/an email with a political 
content 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

21) participated in a political 
event where property was 
damaged 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

22) participated in a political 
event where there was a 
violent confrontation with the 
police 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

23) participated in a political 
event where there was a 
violent confrontation with 
political opponents 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

24) occupied houses, 
school/university buildings 
factories or government 
offices 

0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 

25) blocked streets or railways 0 1 0 1 2 3 4 77 
 
*** Note for Translator: Item 10 and 11 - Please check if “ethical” is understandable for 15-25 
year olds – it may need national adaption. E.g., in the UK-version “ethical” will be replaced by 
the word ‘moral’ in questions 10) and 11). This is a specific UK translation decision. “Moral” 
denotes the meaning of the word ‘ethical’, but is more understandable to young people in the 
UK.  
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QUESTION 14 
And have you ever done any of the following for a political party? 
 

 Yes No 

1) supported an election campaign 1 0 

2) tried to convince others to vote for a candidate or a party 1 0 
 
QUESTION 15 
And have you ever done any of the following at school? 
 

 Yes No 
1) been a member of a student council**    1 0 
2) had a function as a speaker for the class 1 0 
3) attended a students’ meeting   1 0 
4) taken an active role in such a meeting 1 0 
5) participated in a protest movement at school 1 0 
6) Organised a political event at school 1 0 

 
*** Note for Translator: „Students‘ Council“ in English equates with the concept of a 
„Student Government“ in other countries (e.g. Austria). We want to know if the target 
person was/is involved in any formal body that is elected by students to represent their 
interests in school. Please choose the appropriate word for your country. As there are 
no “student councils” in Finland, please use the Finish equivalent. 
 
 
QUESTION 16 
FILTER: Do you have work experience in a steady, paid job***? 
 
Yes ..................................................................... 1  
No....................................................................... 0 go to qu.18 
 
***Note for Translator: We need to filter out those people who are currently working in a paid 
job or who have already work experience in a steady = regular job (workers, employees). 
People who did only internships or temporary jobs during vacations (students) should be 
excluded by the translation you select. The main thing is that it is a steady, continuous job 
that is paid (only in this context does the next question make sense). 
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QUESTION 17 
IF “YES” at qu.16: And have you ever done any of the following at your work 
place? 
 

 Yes No (na) 
1) participated in elections for a workers` council** 1 0 66 
2) been a member of a workers’ council 1 0 66 
3) attended staff meetings*** 1 0 66 
4) taken an active role in such a meeting 1 0 66 
5) organised a group of workers to influence a decision of 

the management 1 0 66 

 
** Note for Finish and Estonian coordinator please insert your national equivalent for 
workers’ council. 
 
***Note for translator: We want to know if the target person did participate in meetings 
that the people working in a company (regardless whether they are employees or 
workers) organised, because they want to change their working conditions or because 
they are dissatisfied with something. For the UK, the most understandable term is 
“union meetings”, but these meetings are not necessarily organised with a union. For 
Austria, a good translation for “staff meeting” would be “Mitarbeiterversammlung”. 
Please distinguish from regular work meetings that are held as part of your tasks or 
workload!  
 
 
QUESTION 18 
I will read you a list of organisations. Please tell me for each organisation if you 
are a member. Also, please tell me if - during the last 12 months - you participated 
in an activity arranged by this organisation or if you have done voluntary work for 
this organisation.  
(INT: Multiple responses possible. Ask line by line.) 
 

 Code all that applies for each organisation 

 
Member 

Participate
d in 

activity 

Done 
voluntary 

work 

(None 
applies) 

 Yes Yes Yes Yes 
1) Youth association or youth organisation 1 1 1 1 
2) Youth organisation of a political party 1 1 1 1 
3) Religious or church organisation, 

including religious youth organisation 1 1 1 1 

4) Trade Union, including youth 
organisation of a trade union 1 1 1 1 

5) Political Party  1 1 1 1 
6) Environmental organisation 1 1 1 1 
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 Code all that applies for each organisation 

 
Member 

Participate
d in 

activity 

Done 
voluntary 

work 

(None 
applies) 

 Yes Yes Yes Yes 
7) Animal rights or animal protection group 1 1 1 1 
8) Peace organisation 1 1 1 1 
9) Human rights or Humanitarian Aid 

organisation 1 1 1 1 

10) Charity or social-welfare organisation 1 1 1 1 
11) Professional organisation, e.g. farmers’ 

organisation, business or employers’ 
organisation 

1 1 1 
1 

12) Consumer association 1 1 1 1 
13) Cultural, music, dance or theatre group 1 1 1 1 
14) Immigrants’ organisation 1 1 1 1 
15) Women’s organisation 1 1 1 1 
16) Anti-globalisation organisation 1 1 1 1 
17) Sports club 1 1 1 1 
 
 
QUESTION 19 
When you hold a strong opinion on a political issue, do you always, often, sometimes, 
rarely or never try to persuade your friends, relatives or fellow workers to share your 
views? 
(INT: Do not read category 6 (“Does not hold a strong opinion”). Mark only if 
spontaneous answer.) 
 
Always ................................................................ 1 
Often................................................................... 2 
Sometimes ......................................................... 3 
Rarely ................................................................. 4 
Never.................................................................. 5 
(Does not hold a strong opinion) ........................ 6 
 

 
QUESTION 20 
In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”.  Would you say that … (you 
personally)… are very left-wing, left-wing, right-wing, very right-wing, or neither 
left-wing nor right-wing?  
 
And what 
about 
your…? 

Very left-
wing 

Left-
wing 

Neither left-
nor right-wing

Right-
wing 

Very right-
wing (dk) (ar) (na) 

1) You 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 66 
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personall
y 

2) Father 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 66 
3) Mother 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 66 
4) best 

friend 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 66 

 
QUESTION 21 
Does your … (father) … always, often, sometimes, rarely or never take part in 
demonstrations? 

 
 Always Often Sometimes Rarely Never (dk/ar) (na) 

1) Father 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
2) Mother 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
3) Your best 

friend 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

 
 

QUESTION 22 
How often do you discuss political issues when you get together with the 
following people: Always, often, sometimes, rarely or never? 

 
 Always Often Sometimes Rarely Never (dk/ar) (na) 

1) Your father 1 2 3 4 5 77 66
2) Your mother 1 2 3 4 5 77 66
3) Your sister or 

brother 1 2 3 4 5 77 66

4) Your friends 1 2 3 4 5 77 66
5) Your teachers 1 2 3 4 5 77 66
6) Your partner 1 2 3 4 5 77 66
7) Your co-worker, 

colleagues, fellow 
students  

1 2 3 4 5 77 66

 

QUESTION 23 
Does your … (father) …. always, often, sometimes, rarely or never vote in 
elections? 

 
 Always Often Sometimes Rarely Never (dk/ar) (na) 

1) Father 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
2) Mother 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
3) Your best 

friend 
1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

 
QUESTION 24 
There are many opinions on how one can effectively influence decisions in 
society. I will read you some of the ways that are used. Please tell me on a scale 
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from 0 to 10 how effective you think it is: 0 means “not at all effective” and 10 
means “very effective”.   
 
How effective is it to…. Not at 

all 
effective

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Very 

effective
(dk/ar)

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

1) work in a political party 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

2) work in voluntary 
organisations and 
associations 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

3) vote in elections 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

4) personally contact 
politicians 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

5) work to get attention from 
the media 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

6) boycott certain products 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

7) participate in public 
demonstrations 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

8) sign petitions 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

9) participate in illegal protest 
activities 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

10) participate in violent 
protest activities 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 

 
 
QUESTION 25 
How often does politics seem so complicated that you can't really understand 
what is going on? Always, often, sometimes, rarely or never? 
Always ................................................................ 1 
Often................................................................... 2 
Sometimes ......................................................... 3 
Rarely ................................................................. 4 
Never.................................................................. 5 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77 
 

QUESTION 26 
To what extent, on a scale from 1 to 5,  where 1 means “not at all strong” and 5 
means “very strong”, do you feel yourself to be….? 
 

 Not at all 2 3 4 Very 
strong (dk/ar) (na) 
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1) a world citizen 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
2) a European  1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
3) (country’s nationality) 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
4) A (INT: please ask the name 

of region/ county) 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

5) From your town or community 
(INT: insert the name of town 
or community e.g. a 
Londoner) 

1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

6) Part of your school or 
university 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

7) Part of the company you work 
for 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 

8) Part of your family 1 2 3 4 5 77 66 
 
Item 4: For the UK; this would be “English, Scottish or Welsh”. For Austria, the 
interviewer needs to ask the name of the region, e.g. a “Salzburger”. The national 
coordinator needs to clarify this with the field institute! 
 
QUESTION 27 
In politics people sometimes talk of “left” and “right”. Where would you place 
yourself on a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means left and 10 means right? 

 
 
 Left 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Right 
10 

(dk) (ar) 

Int
ervi
ew
ee 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 77 88 

 
 
QUESTION 28  
To what extent do you agree with the following statements about being politically 
active? Do you strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree or 
strongly disagree? 
 

 Strongly 
agree 

Agre
e 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Disa
gree 

Strongly 
disagree 

(dk/
ar) 

1) It is important to play one’s 
part to make a better world. 1 2 3 4 5 77 

2) It is interesting to be 
politically active because 
you meet influential people. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

3) It is pointless trying to 
change things. 1 2 3 4 5 77 

4) Even if I cannot change 
things, it is still important to 
try. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

5) I am too busy with my own 
life to be politically active.  1 2 3 4 5 77 
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6) It is interesting to be 
politically active because it 
is good for your career. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

7) I am too exhausted to 
engage in politics in my free 
time. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

8) If you are bothered by 
something, you need to try 
to change it. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

9) It is interesting to be 
politically active because 
you learn a lot of useful 
things. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

10) I don’t have enough time to 
be politically active 1 2 3 4 5 77 

 
 
QUESTION 29 
How close or distant do you feel to each of the following political parties? Do you 
feel very close, close, neither close nor distant, distant or very distant 
to….(party1)…? 
 
(NATIONAL COORDINATORS: insert all the parties from party lists A and B) 
 

And how 
about… 

 
Very 
close 

Clos
e 

Neither 
close nor 

distant 
Distant

 
Very distant 

(dk) (ar) 

1) Party 1 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 
2) Party 2 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 
3) Party 3 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 
4) Party 4 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 
5) Party 5 1 2 3 4 5 77 88 
6) Etc.        
 

 
QUESTION 30 
What do you think about your future? Do you think that in ten years your … 
(income) …. will be much better, better, the same, worse or much worse than the 
current  … (income) … of your parents? 
 

 Much 
better 

Better Same Worse Much 
worse (dk/ar) 

1) Income 1 2 3 4 5 77 
2) job situation 1 2 3 4 5 77 
3) Social security 1 2 3 4 5 77 
4) Quality of life 1 2 3 4 5 77 
5) Education and 

training** 
1 2 3 4 5 77 
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** Note for Translators: We mean the “formal” type of education (School, university) but 
also continuing education (courses, workshops etc.) that may not result in a formal 
degree. 
 
QUESTION 31 
How important are the following problems in (country): very important, fairly 
important, not very important or not at all important? 
 
 Very 

important 
Fairly 

important 
Not very 

important 

Not at all 
importan

t 
(dk) 

1) Pollution of the 
environment 1 2 3 4 77 

2) Poverty 1 2 3 4 77 
3) Number of 

immigrants 1 2 3 4 77 

4) Racism/Xenopho
bia 1 2 3 4 77 

5) Reduction of 
Welfare State  1 2 3 4 77 

6) Unemployment 1 2 3 4 77 
7) Drugs 1 2 3 4 77 
8) Crimes and 

Violence 1 2 3 4 77 

9) Terrorism 1 2 3 4 77 
 
QUESTION 32 
Thinking about the (country’s) government, how satisfied are you with the way it 
is doing its job? Are you very satisfied, satisfied, neither satisfied nor 
dissatisfied, dissatisfied or very dissatisfied? 
 
Very satisfied...................................................... 1 
Satisfied.............................................................. 2 
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied......................... 3 
Dissatisfied ......................................................... 4 
Very dissatisfied ................................................. 5 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77 
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SOCIODEMOGRAPHICS 
 
QUESTION 33 
INTERVIEWER: respondent is... 
Male.................................................................... 1 
Female ............................................................... 2 

 
QUESTION 34 
In which month and year were you born? 
 
MONTH: 
A)   

 
 
YEAR: 
B) 1 9   

 
 
QUESTION 35  
What is your nationality?*** 
(INT: Don’t read - please code. Two answers are possible) 
 
*** Note for the Translator: the question used here should be the one traditionally asked 
in forms regarding people’s ‘citizenship’ e.g. ‘In which country do you hold your 
citizenship?’. You do not need to translate exactly “nationality” if no one will understand 
this in your country. 
 
NATIONAL COORDINATORS: We decided to use ONE LIST FOR ALL COUNTRIES! 
Don’t use country specific variations! DON’T CHANGE THE ORDER OF COUNTRIES! 
(It does not need to be an alphabetic order in your country!) 
 

 Yes No 
1) Albania 1 0 
2) Algeria 1 0 
3) Austria 1 0 
4) Bangladesh 1 0 
5) Czech Republic 1 0 
6) Estonia 1 0 
7) Ex-Yugoslavia 1 0 
8) Finland 1 0 
9) France 1 0 
10) Germany 1 0 
11) Great Britain 1 0 
12) Greece 1 0 
13) Hungary 1 0 
14) India 1 0 
15) Ireland 1 0 
16) Italy 1 0 
17) Morocco 1 0 
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18) Pakistan 1 0 
19) Philippines 1 0 
20) Poland 1 0 
21) Rumania 1 0 
22) Russia 1 0 
23) Slovakia 1 0 
24) Tunisia 1 0 
25) Turkey 1 0 
26) Ukraine 1 0 
27) No citizenship 1 0 
28) Other 1 0 

 
QUESTION 36  
In which country were you born? 
(INT: Don’t read - please code) 
 
NATIONAL COORDINATORS: We decided to use ONE LIST FOR ALL COUNTRIES! 
(like in the previous question) DON’T CHANGE THE ORDER OF COUNTRIES! (It 
does not need to be an alphabetic order in your country!) 
 
Albania  1 
Algeria  2 
Austria  3 
Bangladesh 4 
Czech Republic 5 
Estonia  6 
Ex-Yugoslavia 7 
Finland  8 
France  9 
Germany  10 
Great Britain 11 
Greece  12 
Hungary  13 
India  14 
Ireland  15 
Italy  16 
Morocco  17 
Pakistan  18 
Philippines  19 
Poland  20 
Rumania  21 
Russia  22 
Slovakia  23 
Tunisia  24 
Turkey  25 
Ukraine  26 
Other  27 
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QUESTION 37 
Do you have children? 
 
Yes ..................................................................... 1 
No...................................................................….0 
 
 
QUESTION 38 
Which of these descriptions best describes your situation? Are you currently….) 
(INT: Read all except for (other); ONLY ONE ANSWER) 
  
in paid work ....................................................... 1 
(employed, self-employed, working for your family business)  
in education ........................................................ 2 
unemployed and in a training program for 
unemployed people ............................................ 3 
unemployed........................................................ 4   
permanently sick or disabled.............................. 5   
in community or military service ......................... 6   
doing housework, looking after  
children or other persons.................................... 7   
(other)................................................................. 8 
 

QUESTION 39 
How many hours per week are you in average in paid work? 
(INT: If not at all in paid work, please fill in 00) 
 
Number of hours/ week  
  

 
QUESTION 40 
At what age did you finish school? 
 
INT: Insert age 
A)   years 

  
B)   I am still at school 1  

 
QUESTION 41 
What is the highest level of education you achieved so far? 
(INT: This question is asked to all people) (INT: Don’t read - please code) 
 
National coordinators: INSERT NATIONAL CASMIN SCALE  
Please add to your Casmin scale the categories “don’t know” (Code 77) and “answer 
refused” (Code 88) 
 
QUESTION 42 
What is the highest level of education your mother achieved? 
(INT: Don’t read - please code) 
 
National coordinators: INSERT NATIONAL CASMIN SCALE 
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Please add to your Casmin scale the categories “don’t know” (Code 77) and “answer 
refused” (Code 88) 
 
QUESTION 43 
What is the highest level of education your father achieved? 
(INT: Don’t read - please code) 
 
National coordinators: INSERT NATIONAL CASMIN SCALE 
Please add to your Casmin scale the categories “don’t know” (Code 77) and “answer 
refused” (Code 88) 
 
QUESTION 44 
What is your current living situation? Do you live...  
(INT: Please read all answers- multiple answers possible) 
 
 Yes (ar) 

1) on your own 1 88 
2) together with parents (or with one of them) 1 88 
3) Together with friends 1 88 
4) Together with your partner 1 88 
5) Together with your partner with a child or children 1 88 
6) As a single parent with a child or children 1 88 
7) in a student’s home or boarding school 1 88 
8) Other 1 88 

 

QUESTION 45 
All things considered, how would you judge your present standard of living? Is it 
very low, low, average, high or very high? 
Very low.............................................................. 1 
Low..................................................................... 2 
Average .............................................................. 3 
High .................................................................... 4 
Very High............................................................ 5 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77  

 
QUESTION 46 
To which religion or denomination do you belong to? 
(INT: do not read answers – please code) 
(Roman) Catholic ............................................... 1 
Greek or Russian Orthodox................................ 2 
Protestant ........................................................... 3 
Church of England/Anglican............................... 4 
Other Christian ................................................... 5 
Jewish ................................................................ 6 
Islam/Muslim ...................................................... 7 
Other .................................................................. 8 
Does not belong to any religious domination ..... 9 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77  
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QUESTION 47 
Regardless whether you belong to a religious community or not: Are you very 
religious, somewhat religious, a little religious or not at all religious? 
 
Very religious...................................................... 1 
Somewhat religious ............................................ 2 
A little religious ................................................... 3 
Not at all religious............................................... 4 
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77  

 
QUESTION 48 
Which of the following best describes the area where you live? 
(INT: Please read all options except for dk/ar) 
 
A big city............................................................. 1 
The suburbs or outskirts of a big city.................. 2 
A town or a small city ......................................... 3 
A village.............................................................. 4 
A farm or home in the country ............................ 5  
(dk/ar) ............................................................... 77 
 

 
 

(Thank you very much for the interview!) 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

END OF CORE QUESTIONNAIRE
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OPTIONAL PART 

 
  

 
The following four questions should be asked after finishing the core 
questionnaire. The questions are ranked by priority: Q49 is the most important 
one, Q50 the second important one, and so on. Please do not change the order of 
questions. You have to ask the complete questions – don’t change or omit items. 
 
QUESTION 49 
To what extent do you agree with the following statements concerning politics? 
Do you strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree or strongly 
disagree? 
 
 

 Agree 
strongl

y 
Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagr
ee 

Disagree 
strongly

(dk
/ar)

1) Politics refers to voting in 
elections. 1 2 3 4 5 77

2) Politics does not deal with 
things that are important to 
people like me.*** 

1 2 3 4 5 77

3) Politics is a necessary way to 
take care of social issues. 1 2 3 4 5 77

4) Politics is a game played by 
old men. 1 2 3 4 5 77

5) Politics refers to activities of 
parties. 1 2 3 4 5 77

6) Politics is a necessary way to 
solve conflicts in society. 1 2 3 4 5 77

7) Politics means empty 
promises. 1 2 3 4 5 77

8) Politics is a way to create a 
better world. 1 2 3 4 5 77

9) Politics refers to discussions 
in parliament. 1 2 3 4 5 77

10) Politics is a necessary way to 
solve international problems. 1 2 3 4 5 77

11) Politics is just corrupt. 1 2 3 4 5 77
 
*** Note for Translators: Item 2) is trying to convey the meaning that political process does 
not ‘care about’ important issues for one self. 
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QUESTION 50 
I will read you a list of statements. Please tell me for each statement if you 
strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree or strongly disagree.  
 

 
 Agree 

strongly
Agree Neither 

agree nor 
disagree 

Disag
ree 

Disagree 
strongly (dk/ar)

1) Severe Crimes should be 
punished with the death 
penalty. 1 

2 3 4 5 77 

2) We need more severe 
punishment for crimes. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

3) Children should be taught to 
be obedient and disciplined. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

4) One strong leader can 
resolve our country's 
problems better than the 
parties and the parliament.  

1 2 3 4 5 77 

5) (country) should accept 
more refugees. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

6) There are too many 
immigrants. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

7) As a member of the EU, 
(country) is in danger of 
losing its culture and 
traditions. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

8) Women have no reason to 
demand more rights. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

9) There should be more 
women in politics. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

10) The law is applied 
differently to the rich than 
the poor. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

11) Owners of big companies 
get rich at the cost of their 
workers. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

12) The state should privatise 
all public companies. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

13) The free market provides 
the best solutions for all 
problems in society. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

14) The welfare state makes 
people less willing to take 
care of themselves. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 
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15) If somebody does not find 
a job it is their own fault. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

16) I don’t need the support of 
the state*** to create a 
good life for myself. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

17) Big international 
companies have too much 
influence on politics. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

18) People who are fighting in 
anti-globalisation 
movements are right. 

1 2 3 4 5 77 

 
*** Translator’s note: With item 16) we want to measure if young people feel that they 
can achieve everything on their own; if they think all “support” (this includes all services 
offered by a state in general; not only welfare benefits but also education opportunities 
etc) by the state is superfluous. You may need to use the word “government instead of 
“state – e.g. in the UK, ‘government’ will be used instead of ‘state’, because although it 
is technically wrong, this is the phrasing used most commonly in the UK.  
 
QUESTION 51 
I will now read out names of different bodies such as the government and the 
European Commission. Please tell me on a scale from 1 to 5 how much you trust 
each of them. 1 means “not at all” and 5 means “very much”.  
 
 

How much do you trust… 
Not at all 2 3 4 Very much 

(dk/ar) 
 

1) the government 1 2 3 4 5 77 
2) political parties 1 2 3 4 5 77 
3) (country’s parliament) 1 2 3 4 5 77 
4) politicians 1 2 3 4 5 77 
5) the European Commission 1 2 3 4 5 77 
6) the European Parliament 1 2 3 4 5 77 
7) Greenpeace 1 2 3 4 5 77 
8) Amnesty International 1 2 3 4 5 77 
9) Attac 1 2 3 4 5 77 

*** Note for translator: Item 3) should use the specific name of the national parliament if 
applicable. E.g. for Austria, this will be “Nationalrat”. 
 
QUESTION 52 
Now I will read out a few statements about politics. For each statement, please 
tell me if you think it is true or false. 
 

  True False (dk/ar) 
1) Serbia is a member of the European Union. 1 2 77 
2) There are 25 member states of the European 

Union. 1 2 77 

3) The European flag is blue with white stars. 1 2 77 
4) Josè Barroso follows Romano Prodi as the 1  2 77 
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head of the European Commission. 
5) (name of Prime Minister or chancellor) is the 

(country) Prime Minister (or chancellor). 1  2 77 

6) The (name of the principal rightist or 
conservative party of your country) is a leftist 
political party. 

1 2  77 

7) In (country), national elections must be held 
every (correct number of) years. 1 2 77 

8) The (Prime Minister or chancellor) has the 
right to dissolve parliament. 1 2  77 

 
NATIONAL COORDINATORS: You need to insert the correct information for your 
country in the following items: 5), 6), 7), 8).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE INTERVIEW! 
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FOR THE INTERVIEWER DATABASE 
 
Note for interviewer: The following three questions please answer ONLY ONCE! 
 
INT 1 
Are you…. 
 
Male 1 
Female 2 
 
INT 2 
How old are you? 
 
Insert your age: 
  years 

 
 
INT 3 
How interested are you yourself in politics: Very interested, fairly interested, not very 
interested or not at all interested?  
 
Very interested ................................................... 1 
Fairly interested.................................................. 2 
Not very interested ............................................. 3 
Not at all interested ............................................ 4 
(Don’t know) ..................................................... 77 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX for consortium partners  
 
Party lists: There are 2 national-specific party lists: party list A and B.  
 

• Party list A comprises all ‘significant’ parties in the last national election (it is 
completely up to national partners to judge which parties are significant, but we 
do not – as a guide – want to include very small parties (i.e. those with less than 
1.5% of the vote).  
 

• Party list B comprises all parties that a sizeable number of people voted for in 
the European Parliament election 2004 (it is completely up to national partners 
to judge which parties are significant, but we do not – as a guide – want to 
include very small parties (i.e. those with less than 1.5% of the vote).  

NOTE: You can include also very small parties BUT there needs to be a good reason 
why you want to do this.  
 


